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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH (www.icclarion.org)

CLARION, PA

(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC -
BENEATH THE SURFACE

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

What We See in the Desert

I’ve always wanted to see a real desert.

I know all about frigid, snowy winters and warm, wet
summers. | grew up on rich soil that yields lush vegetation
and bountiful harvests. But [’ve never experienced a desert,
not in my own country or abroad, and I’m curious.

I know there must be something magical about the desert
for it to feature so heavily in Scripture, for it to provide a
backdrop to so many crucial moments of salvation history.
The Israelites following the cloud, the temptation of Christ,
the voice crying out: “Prepare the way for the Lord.”

Why do these moments have to happen in a desert? Why do
they make so much less sense in a tropical rainforest or a
verdant forest?

I think it’s because the desert doesn’t have anything to offer
us, at first glance. No one longs for the physical sensation
of a dry heat and a beating sun. But the vast emptiness and
the almost mystical harshness — even if we don’t desire
and delight in it, this is a setting that we understand,
somehow, intrinsically. We know it deep within our soul.
God is there.

We go to Mass. We go to Confession. We pray. We read
Scripture. In doing all these things, again and again, we go
out to the desert.

Why? What are we expecting to see?

If we expect to be entertained, we will be disappointed. If
we expect reassurance, we will be disappointed. If we
expect to feel pleasant and safe and sheltered, we will be
disappointed.

The desert is there to challenge us. The desert is there to
show us who we are, and who we can be.

So go. ©OLPi

PRAYER FOR THE
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Dear Lord, Give us boldness as we move through the
motions of the holiday season, to reflect and remind those
around us of Your deep and abiding love for them.

Allow them to encounter Your love, through us.
Amen. ©OLPi
QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

FOR FAITH SHARING
Third Sunday of Advent

Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, among those born of women
no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

(Matthew 11:11)

Adults: How do you prepare yourself to meet Christ in
those around you?

Kids: What good thing have you done so far during
Advent to be like Jesus?

CHRISTMAS TRIVIA
(mostly for the kids, but adults can play, too)
Answers on next page

1. Which popular Christmas beverage is also called “milk
punch”?

2. What did the other reindeer not let Rudolph do because
of his shiny red nose?

3. Where was baby Jesus born?

The movie Miracle on 34th Street is based on a
real-life department store. What is it?

5. Elvis isn’t going to have a white Christmas, he’s going
to have a....

6. In the classic Christmas movie, How The Grinch Stole
Christmas, the Grinch was described with three words.
What are they?

7. In which modern-day country was St. Nicholas born?

8. Inthe movie, It’s A Wonderful Life, what happened
every time a bell rang?

9. What words follow “Silent Night” in the song?

10. Which Hollywood actor played six different roles
in The Polar Express?

11. Which real-life person is Santa Claus based on?

12. What did Frosty the Snowman do when a magic hat
was placed on his head?

13. Which branch of the military runs “Toys for Tots”?

14. What do children get from Santa if they’re on the
“Naughty List”?

15. What is the name of Rudolph’s girlfriend?

16. What is Ralphie’s little brother’s name in the movie
A Christmas Story?

17. Which country started the tradition of putting up a
Christmas tree?

18. In the movie Elf, what was the first rule of “The Code
of Elves?”

19. According to the song, what did my true love give to
me on the eighth day of Christmas?

20. How many gifts in total were given in “The Twelve
Days of Christmas” song?

21. In the classic song, “We Wish You a Merry Christmas,”
what type of pudding is mentioned?

22. What is the name of the last ghost that visits Scrooge
in A Christmas Carol?

23. Visions of which food danced in children’s heads as
they slept in the poem ““Twas The Night Before
Christmas?”

24. What gift did the Little Drummer Boy give to the
newborn Christ?

25. Three of Santa’s reindeer’s names begin with the letter
“D.” What are those names?

26. Who wrote, “Christmas doesn’t come from a store;
maybe Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more?”

27. In the movie Elf, how does Buddy get to the North
Pole?

28. What did the Wise Men present to baby Jesus?



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 14, 2025

LOTTERY CALENDARS make

excellent Christmas gifts for anyone on 2058
your list. Tickets are currently available
from school families or in the school

office. They will also be available to
purchase after Masses. Calendars are $20, giving you 365
chances to win in 2026! Just buy the ticket and watch your
mailbox for a check with your winnings!

CHILD PROTECTION AND CREATING SAFE
ENVIRONMENTS — Bullying is defined as any unwanted
aggressive behavior by another youth or group of youths
that involves an observed or perceived power imbalance
and is repeated multiple times or is highly likely to be
repeated. 20% of youth ages 12-18 experience bullying.
When adults respond quickly to bullying behavior, they
send the message that bullying is not acceptable. There are
ways parents can make a positive difference. Parents can
educate themselves on the signs that a child is being bullied
or is a bully. Parents should keep lines of communication
open with their child and model for their child how to treat
others. Encourage your child to be inclusive by welcoming
others to join their activities and groups. For more
information on how to prevent bullying in your community
visit www.stopbullying.org. For additional resources visit
www.eriercd.org/childprotection

MLASS Trsontions

Monday, December 15

7:30 am. Jane Russell (Janice Grunenwald)

Tuesday, December 16

NO MASS

Wednesday, December 17

NO MASS

Thursday, December 18

8:30 am. James Hartle (Judy Hartle and Family)

9:30 a.m. to Noon AND 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday, December 19

7:30 a.m. Shannon Gilbert (Amy Bish)

Saturday, December 20

4:00 p.m. Delores Weaver (Jackie Bolents)

Sunday, December 21 — Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m. Darl “Butch” Callen (Madelon Callen)

8:30 a.m. RADIO MASS - Ralph and Marian Lander
(Lynne, Rob, and Blaise Fleisher)

11:00 am. For the People

TRIVIA ANSWERS: 13) The Marines
1) Eggnog 14) A lump of coal
2) Join in any reindeer 15) Clarice
games 16) Randy
3) In Bethlehem 17) Germany
4) Macy’s 18) Treat every day like
5) Blue Christmas Christmas
6) Stink, Stank, Stunk 19) Eight maids a-milking
7) Turkey (originally 20) 364

Patara, a city in the
ancient district of
Lycia, in Asia Minor)
8) An angel got it’s wings
9) Holy night
10) Tom Hanks

21) Figgy pudding

22) The Ghost of Christmas
Yet to Come

23) Sugar plums

24) He played a song for him
on his drum

Readings for the week of December 14, 2025
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9
/Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18,
19 and 23/Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17
/Mt 1:1-17
Thursday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25
Friday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17
/Lk 1:5-25
Saturday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38
Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (7c, 10b)
/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24

11) The Christian bishop St.
Nicholas

12) He began to dance
around

25) Dancer, Dasher, Donner

26) Dr. Seuss

27) He hides in Santa’s sack

28) Gold, frankincense and
myrrh

THIS WEEK

Monday, December 15
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday, December 18
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Friday, December 19

: Noon —12:30 p.m.

: 9:30 am. — 10:00 a.m.

Blessing of the Nativity via livestream/Facebook: 3:00 pm

Saturday, December 20

Fellowship Gathering: Following the 4:00 p.m. Mass

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sunday. December 21

: Following the 4:00 p.m. Mass

Fellowship Gathering: Following both Masses

Sacrament of Reconciliation

: Following both Masses

SPECIAL INTENTIONS - Please contact the church
office with any Mass Intentions that you would like to have
offered. They can be in memory of someone, in honor of
someone or for a just need. Keep in mind that they are
published.

Also, beginning immediately, you are welcome to offer the
Sanctuary Lamp to be lit for a week at a time for the same
above intention. A donation of $10.00 per offering is

appreciated.

Envelopes $6,314.00
. Loose 1,123.00
(_1:93@4%/ Monthly 590.00
7'3"(‘!’4 Online 178.45
NS Votive 106.80
: ‘ﬁ Special Collection for 175.00

Local Food Needs
Christmas Flowers 2,007.00
TOTAL $ 10,494.25




Custom Modulsr Homes Since 1962°

HOMES

22984 Route 66 + Shippenviile, PA 16254
800-540-1295
www. TriCountyHomes.com

THE CARPET BARN
470 South Fifth Ave.
Clarion, PA
Jim Wilshire - Bud Wilshire
Owners

Call 226-7332

#1 BROOKVILLE
CHEVROLET
Since 1937

30 Main Street, Brookville
814.849.8313

PRE-PLAN WITH

Robert V.
Biirns
Funeral Home
Funerals « Cremation » Monuments

814-226-6300

Family Owned & Operated Since 1967

FALLER'S

VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION
443 5, 5TH AVE.
CLARION, PA 16214
814.223.4600

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

CLARION
pEVERAGR

6 & 12- Packs
and, of course, CASES
9 North 4th Ave., Clarion

814-226-7031

www.brookvillegmdealer.com —
= APK IS |G e
E L A R I( AUTO * PROJECT MANAGEMENT
BODY, INC. « DEVELOPERS

——ELECTRIC—
===
53 SOUTH 4TH AVENUE, CLARION,

PA, 16214  814-226-6100
HIC#PA051589

e CONTRACTORS ¢ INDUSTRIAL
¢ COMMERCIAL
PO. Box 186 * Sligo, PA 16255
ph: 814-745-3000 e fax: 814-745-2216
www.cbfcontractinginc.com

Box 91 - Tylersburg PA
“Butch Wants Your Body”
Butch Snyder, Owner ¢ (814) 744-9218

Centrally located between Clarion,
Marienville, & Tioneta

Daily Specials- Catering
HOURS
Mon-Sat. 11a-9p, Sun 11a-8p
sweetbasilcatering15@
yahoo.com

814-226-7013

Let Us Cater Your Next Event! |
Weddings, Funerals, Reunions, Parties of all Kinds.
We do it all!

"t"‘"‘-‘":l:‘&! BURSERS
DADDY'S Main S
SANOWICHES FRIES

513 Main Street, Clarion
814-223-4687

|814-275-2410

Mauthe’s Country Lutz Concrete

KERLE TIRE COMPANY INC.

Corner & Catering . . .
Take-Out or Dine-In Restaurant Greenville Ave. » Extension C 0 n S"U Ch O n
Crafts » Flowers 226_6657 Residential, Commercial
Ice Cream o Catering Fully Insured
18213 RT 322, Strattanville (814) 980-2001 : ;
(For Catering Call: 814-227-4919) «< < O C_ggl;gﬂ Floors, Driveways & Sidewalks

226-6356

www.facebook.com/mauthescountrycorner/

Achieve with us.

"Promoting and protecting the human rights of people who experience
disabilities and actively supporting their full inclusion in our community”
Join our team of dedicated professionals today. Starting wage $16/hr
Do great things with great people!

1064 E. Main Street « Clarion, PA 16214 « 814-226-7033

A
The Arc

Clarion and Venango Counties

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok
DANIEL
SHINGLEDECKER

FOR
CLARION COUNTY CORONER

CARE, COMPASSION, AND

COMMITMENT IN CLARION COUNTY

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

Be Strong and courageous!

Knights of
Columbus.
Immaculate Conception,
Council 7549
Kofc7549 @gmail.com

PIZZA PUB

Q e U
= Lt 1306 E. Main St.
I PA “: m Clarion 226-8721
§ LIBERTY RUUHNG PRUS Pizza, Salads, Sandwiches,
3 wr Local Roofine Pr Wedgies, Legal Beverages

Live Your Best Life In Love Relax Here or Carry Out

« Roofing « Siding

operated by Northwest Pa Crematory

Dan Shingledecker Funeral Director
Rick Goble Supervisor

814-226-7730

330 Wood Street, Clarion

« Gutters « Gutter Guards
« Exterior Cleaning

COZUMEL BN

RESTAURANT & CANTINA Residential & Commercial A SUPPORT
24 United Drive, Clarion PA || Financing Available OUR
{s20FF! 226.8575 issOFFll|  724-605-4024 1 i
oany2 1oany2

| lunches | | dinners |

Parishioners libertyroofingpros.com

21940144

Edward Jones

Jon Williams named a 2025 Forbes
Best-In-State Wealth Advisors*

Williams Wealth Management

Jon Williams

CFP®, ChFC®, AAMS™, CRPC™
Financial Advisor | 1062 E Main St
Clarion, PA 16214 | 814-226-7896

*2025 Forbes Best-In-State Wealth Advisors in PA, published
April 2025, research by SHOOK Research LLC, data as of june
2024. Compensation provided for using, not obtaining, the rating.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC. REP-16540-A-AD EXP 31 DEC 2025
© 2025 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

JOHNNY ON THE SPOT

“Tlo Jeb Teo Odd or Small”
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
& HANDYMAN SERVICES . "4
Fully Insured B
PA State License 014269 4 et
JOHN GRIEBEL
814.229.9661

L

A Catholic community & CATHOLIC
foundation servingyou B -FOU\D\TIO\

814-824-1237 | MyCatholicFoundation.org

The Largest Volunteer
Organization of Catholic
Women in the U.S.
Cathwolic Maughters o}y the Americas

Cownt Jnumaculate Conception
ofy Clanion #2245

Immaculate Conception
Cemetery Association

814-229-9877
iccemetery1@gmail.com
icclarion.org/Cemeter

Join Us! 814-316-5304

https:/ /www.cdapa.com/2454 /index.html

For ad info.

14-1155

call 1-800-477-4574 o www.4lpi.com



